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of their sanctuary, the services of which were to be a model to all the lesser churches of the diocese.  Forming a corporation, they obtained property, and ceased to be dependant upon the Bishop for a maintenance.    And, being considered the representatives of the clergy, upon them devolved  the  government of the  diocese,  when vacant; and they obtained the privilege, doubtless, on the same principle, of choosing the Bishop, which originally belonged to the whole clergy of the diocese, in conjunction with the Bishops of the province.     In this privilege they were supported by the kings of the country, who perceived that they were more likely to intimidate a chapter into the election of the royal nominee, than the whole  of the clergy of a diocese.    But still, the deans and chapters sometimes acting independently, an act was passed under Henry the Eighth, by which a dean and chapter refusing to elect the king's nominee to the bishopric, become individually outlawed, lose all their property, and are to be imprisoned during pleasure.    Since -that time these corporations have always succumbed to the royal will and pleasure.     The great object of the institution, it will be perceived is, 1st. To provide the Bishop with a council;  2d. To make provision for a learned body of divines, who, disengaged from parochial cares, may benefit the cause of religion by their writings; 3d. To make provision, also, that in the cathedral church of each diocese the services shall be  performed  with rubrical strictness, and with all the solemnity and grandeur of which our services are capable.
It is not to be denied, that during the last century, that most disgraceful era, this institution, was greatly abused. ' Patrons made use of it to enrich their own families or political partizans; and the cathedral clergy, instead of giving themselves up to learned labours, dwelt chiefly on their livings, corning merely for a short time to their cathedrals ; as their estates advanced in value, they expended the income on themselves, instead of increasing the cathedral libraries, and rendering the choirs more efficient, by raising the salaries of the choristers, and doubling or trebling their number : finally, entirely forgetful of the command of the church, that " in cathedral and collegiate churches and colleges, where there are many priests and deacons, they